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...Day by Day... 
Scripture references are linked to BibleGateway.com  

Write in the date you plan to complete each day. 

 

 

 

...Meditate & Memorize... 
 

After completing Day Two, select a 

verse to memorize. Share the verse in 

the group on the Church Center app. 

Scan Here to share: 

 

 
Scan then select: “Search Manually” then  

Look for “La Mirada Church, 90638” 

 

Message me and I’ll make a verse wallpaper 

for you – or design your own and share in the 

group.  
 

 

 

 My Date Day Content 

 April 4 or 5 Day 1... Review Message   

  Day 2... 2 Corinthians 11:1-13:14 

  Day 3... 2 Corinthians 11:1-6 

  Day 4... 2 Corinthians 11:7-15 

  Day 5... 2 Corinthians 11:16-33 

  Day 6... 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

  Day 7... 2 Corinthians 12:11-21 

  Day 8... 2 Corinthians 13:1-14 

  Day 9... 1st and 2nd Corinthians 

  Day 10... Create & Share 

  

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLvcbjJehvwL0Rr0S9lbDp-LiG2L0a2-x
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20cor%2011-13&version=ESV,NET,NIV,NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A1-11&version=ESV;NASB;NET;NIV;PHILLIPS
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11%3A1-6&version=ESV;NET;NIV;NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11%3A7-15&version=ESV;NET;NIV;NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11%3A16-33&version=ESV;NET;NIV;NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+12%3A1-10&version=ESV;NET;NIV;NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+12%3A11-21&version=ESV;NET;NIV;NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+13%3A1-14&version=ESV;NET;NIV;NASB
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  ...Quiet Time... 
• Shhhh... Breathe. Pray. Reflect and prepare quietly on your own and allow others to do the same.  

• New? Didn’t complete the past lesson? We’re so glad you’re here! Complete the following prompts 

as you are able, or just read 2 Corinthians 7:2-10:18 
 

1. Reflect. What verse or passage really stood out to you in this past lesson? Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Connect. Paul wrote, “God loves a _______________ giver.” What does this kind of giving look 

like in your own life? What is the opposite of this kind of giving? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Grow. Have you seen a shift in your mindset or your heart as you’ve been studying 2 

Corinthians? How so or not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(As time permits, we’ll be sharing these responses after Grace Groups during Q&R.) 
 

4. Q & R Time follows the teaching time. If you have questions for Pastor Jennifer, you can 

make a note of those here. You can also jot questions down that come up during Grace 
Groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Get Ready. Read the Grace Group questions on the next page and think about your responses. Pray 
for your Grace Group leader and others in this study. 
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...Grace Group... 
.Guidelines. 

 

1.         God’s Word is our standard. We’ll use the Bible - not personal opinion, popular teachers, or church tradition - as our 

guide for everything. We are using the New English Translation (NET) Bible for this study, but you can use any trustworthy Bible 
translation (not a paraphrase) to study from. 
 

2.          We come from varying religious & political backgrounds. Remember: 'In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; 

in all things, charity.' 
 

3.      Avoid commentaries or study notes in your Bible – do your own thinking. Trust God, pray, ask for wisdom then read 

and answer on your own. 
 

4.       We’re all learning. Be gracious and patient with yourself and with others. No one has it all figured out. 
 

5.          This is a Bible study – not a personal-opinion group. So, there are going to be “right” and “wrong” answers in keeping 

with the truth of God’s Word.  
 

6. 🗣      Share or Listen. You don’t have to share, but if you did the reading and responded to that prompt, why not chime in? 

We all benefit from one another’s thoughts and questions. I bet you have something great to share!  
 

7.          Done or Not Done...Come. Didn’t finish the study this week? That’s ok. Life gets busy. You’re here! Yay, you! This will be a 

good week for you to listen and be encouraged by others. 
 

8.                 Be considerate. Share your thoughts on questions you completed and allow time for others to do the same – limit 

yourself to about 2 minutes maximum and try to stay on topic. Your group leader will help with that. 
 

9.       Pray. Pray when you arrive, while you’re in Grace Groups, during teaching time. Pray for your understanding to grow. Pray for 

your Grace Group leaders. Pray for one another. Let’s be women who go to the Father for one another and seek His face together. 
 

.Discussion. 
Thank you for thoughtfully engaging based on the studying you did over the past two weeks. Our goal is 

to “let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly” so we defer to those who’ve done that as we share. 

 
 

Day One... *Share a point from the previous message, Grace Groups, or Q&R time that helped you grow 
in your understanding of God’s Word. (pg 256-258/Lesson 11) 
 

Day Two... Page 258, Read “My Heart to Yours” – In what ways do you relate to the point here about 
giving and the joy we have because of what we’ve been given? 
 

Day Three... Pages 259-60, #s 3, 5, 9 – did you make any updates to #2? 

Day Four... Pages 261-62, #s 1, 5, 9, 10 privileges  

Day Five... Pages 263-64, #s 1, 5, 8 

Day Six... Pages 265-66, #s 3, 7, 8 

Day Seven... Pages 267-68, #s 1, 3, 8 

Day Eight... Pages 269-70, #s 3, 4, 10 

Day Nine... Pages 271-72, #s 3, 4, 7 

Day Ten... Page 273, Read then share how this invitation to give impacted you and how letting the Word 
dwell in you has impacted your heart and mind toward giving. 
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Take Notes Here – You can also watch or listen to this teaching session any time on the  
Dwelling Richly podcast (iTunes, Spotify, any podcast app) or  YouTube.com/c/JenniferRichmond 

https://youtu.be/RH-kkq-L1Q0
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 Pause & Pray. Pray for your Grace Group as we all begin this new lesson through God’s Word. 

 Memorize & Meditate. After today’s reading, come back and write the verse you’ve selected to memorize. 

 Simply Read. 2 Corinthians 11:1-13:14 
 

...Read & Engage... 

Corinthians: Love & Light  Dwelling Richly Community Bible Study Lesson 12 || 2 Cor. 11:1-13:14 
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Memorize & Meditate 

________________ 

Focus: Getting the Big Picture 

CL 

God/Holy Spirit/ ; Jesus/ ; People/ ; Places/ ; Key Ideas/ ; Quotes/ ; Prophecy/OT/

Add notes in each section below as you read this passage. 

D
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Y
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E
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2
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n
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n

s 
1

1
:1

-6
 

God/Jesus/Holy Spirit... Key Verse/Words/Phrases... 

Linking...(OT/NT, promise, prophecy, prompt, people) Thinking...(question, observation, command, application) 

 

D
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Y
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2
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n
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1

1
:7
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God/Jesus/Holy Spirit... Key Verse/Words/Phrases... 

Linking...(OT/NT, promise, prophecy, prompt, people) Thinking...(question, observation, command, application) 

 

D
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Y
 
F
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2
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n
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1

1
:1

6
-3

3
 

God/Jesus/Holy Spirit... 
 

Key Verse/Words/Phrases... 

Linking...(OT/NT, promise, prophecy, prompt, people) 
 

Thinking...(question, observation, command, application) 
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God/Jesus/Holy Spirit... Key Verse/Words/Phrases... 
 
 
 
 
 

Linking...(OT/NT, promise, prophecy, prompt, people) Thinking...(question, observation, command, application) 
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3
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God/Jesus/Holy Spirit... Key Verse/Words/Phrases... 

Linking...(OT/NT, promise, prophecy, prompt, people) Thinking...(question, observation, command, application) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

DAY NINE 

1st and 2nd Corinthians. Complete this portion on Day Nine. 
Yep. The whole shebang! Just read. No notes.  
This day may take about an hour to complete. Plan your time accordingly so you don’t miss out. 
 

 

Which verse are you memorizing? Write it in the verse box on the previous page. Share with our Church Center group. 

 

...My Heart to Yours... 
See page 297 
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2
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God/Jesus/Holy Spirit... Key Verse/Words/Phrases... 

 
 
 
 
 

Linking...(OT/NT, promise, prophecy, prompt, people) Thinking...(question, observation, command, application) 
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 Pause & Pray.  

 Memorize & Meditate.  

 Simply Read: 2 Corinthians 11:1-6 

 Write the Word: Write today’s passage.  

...Read & Engage... 
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Memorize & Meditate 

________________ 

Focus: Don’t Be Gullible 

1. Paul’s Position on Self-Praise. What has Paul said about praising and commending oneself?  
3:1 
It’s worthless 
5:12 
We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer 
those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart. 
10:12 
Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who are commending themselves. But when they 
measure themselves by one another and compare themselves with one another, they are without understanding. 
What have Paul’s critics been up to? 
5:12  
those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart. 
10:12, 18 
Commending themselves 
What is Paul’s focus when it comes to praise or “boasting?” 
10:13 
will boast only with regard to the area of influence God assigned to us 
10:17 
“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

2. Three Grounds for His Appeal. Outline Paul’s three reasons for his appeal to the Corinthians:  
1) 11:2-3 –  
Godly jealousy for the Corinthians 
 
2) 11:4 -  
Willingness to put up with rivals and their adulterous message 
 
3) 11:5 -  
Their claim no to be inferior to the super-apostles 
 

3. Godly Jealousy. The Greek word is ζηλῶ (“zelo”) meaning “to burn or boil over with zeal.” How else has Paul used this 

word? 
1 Cor. 12:31; 14:1     1 Cor. 13:4 
But earnestly desire the greater     love is kind [and] is not jealous; 
 
What is the difference between good and bad ζηλῶ? 
One pleases God/imitates God – One is self seeking and pleases self Human jealousy is a vice, but to share divine jealousy is a virtue. It is the 
motive and object of the jealousy that is all-important. There is a place for a spiritual father’s passionate concern for the exclusive and pure 
devotion to Christ of his spiritual children, and also a place for anger at potential violators of that purity 
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4. The Marriage Model. Why do you think Paul uses marriage as a model as he speaks of his godly jealousy for the 

Corinthians? Consider also 1 Cor. 4:15. 
If his wife is unfaithful and he responds, “it doesn’t matter, I don’t care,” what will you think of this man? His apathetic and uncaring spirit is sin. A righteous man 
would desire for his wife to be faithful because that is healthy and honors God. So a man should be jealous when his wife inappropriately gives something of 
herself to others that should be only for the husband. And a wife should feel the same righteous jealousy toward her husband. In a similar manner, Paul was jealous 
for the Corinthians. He desired that they would have a healthy relationship with God. But the false teachers had interjected themselves into the situation in order to 
steal away the Corinthians, effectively ripping them from their marriage to Christ. 

What does this say to you about your care for your church especially if you remember 1 Cor. 11:1? 
Paul didn’t just say, “I don’t care.” He cared! It hurt him when he saw them turning from the Lord to the world. He was jealous! And that jealousy was motivated by a 
heart of love. God wants us to have a zeal to see His people following after Him. When you care for people in the deep way that Paul did, it will motivate you to 
pray for them, share with them, encourage them, and even correct them when necessary. 

 
 

5. Succumbing to Cunning or Proactively Captive. Connect Paul’s teaching in 2 Cor 10:5 and 11:3-4. What is his 

warning? How does he compare the Corinthians to the events of Genesis 3? Note especially how Paul describes the ideal 
relationship with Christ and the nature of the deception he’s warning against. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Sarcasm Has its Place. How does Paul sarcastically refer to the others who have come teaching their “gospel?”  

As “super apostles” 
 
How does Paul describe himself in 11:5-6? 
Deceived like Eve was, thoughts led astra, not sincere and not pure in devotion, putting up with a false gospel. 
Paul sarcastically refers to these false teachers as “super-apostles.” Indeed to hear them talk, you might think they were super-apostles. Skilled in the art of self-
commendation, their high view of themselves was unparalleled. 
But Paul saw through their lofty words. He was not “inferior” to them at all. Perhaps they were better at making smooth speeches (don’t false teachers always seem 
to be gifted speakers?). In the things that mattered, he was not less than them. He was a real apostle and they were fakes. 

7. Satan’s Deceptive Ways. Read Genesis 3:1-6 and compare that encounter with the issue going on in Corinth and even 

in churches today? How have Satan’s tactics changed? Remained the same? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Living in Love and Light. Think about your church and your Bible study group. Do you think your 

church could follow the way that Corinthians were headed? What kinds of things do you think would 
happen to allow for that deception? How will you be on the alert? How will you personally be proactive in 
making sure your church or Bible study group does not become deceived? Challenge: Tie in one key 
scripture from 1 Corinthians and one key scripture from 2 Corinthians to support your response. 
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 Pause & Pray. 

 Memorize & Meditate. 

 Simply Read: 2 Corinthians 11:7-15 

 Write the Word: Write today’s passage. 
 

...Read & Engage... 
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Focus: Satan is an Angel of Light, Be Aware! 

 
Memorize & Meditate 

________________ 

1. Paul’s Position on Paying the Minister. What has Paul taught about paying workers in ministry? (1 Corinthians 

9:3-18.)  
 
 
 
 
 

2. Paul’s Policy with the Corinthians. How does Paul’s ministry policy about taking a fee differ with the Corinthians 

compared to other churches?  
 
 
 
 
 
Paul did have a policy of not taking support from churches while he was ministering to them. What does he say about this in 
the following: 
Philippians 4:15-18 
 
Romans 15:24 
 
1 Cor. 16:5-6 
in each case to enable him to pursue new evangelistic or pastoral opportunities, not as payment for services already rendered 
 

3. Paul’s Points. Paul defends his policy with them. What points is he making when says that he  “humbled/lowered” 

himself and “robbed” other churches? Also keep in mind what he’s said in 2 Cor. 2:17 and what he does on the “side” (Acts 
18:3) 
he committed no offense simply by waiving his apostolic right to support (1Co 9:12, 15, 18), so that no one could charge him 
with peddling God’s word for profit (2:17) 
 

 

4. The Example of the Macedonians. Once again, we learn of the Macedonian church and the example they set and the 

freedom this gave Paul in his ministry. Describe their example and what that enabled Paul to do: 
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5. No Strings Attached. How does not accepting money from the Corinthians impact Paul’s ministry with them – hint, 

there’s a “negative” as well as positive impact. (11:9-10 and other verses) 
The boasting mentioned here refers to the refusal to take money from the Corinthians. Corinth was “the major city and administrative centre” 
of Achaia.[205] In this culture, if you received money from someone, you owed them gifts, praise, and gratitude (Seneca, On Benefits 3.5.2). In 
other words, gifts were given with strings attached. Paul didn’t want to be trapped by this social convention, and he preferred to be poor but 
free to teach and lead how he wanted. 
Refusing money could have the effect of appearing prideful on his behalf. But Paul absolutely denies this. 
 
 

6. Known by God and Knowing God. Read Revelation 2:2. How is Paul’s confidence in his pure motives before God 

evident in this passage? What does this say to you (1) about the nature of God and (2) about Paul’s personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ? (11:10-11)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Think about your relationship with those in your church or Bible study group...Do you have the same confidence Paul does in how God see 

your love for others? Something to think and pray about.       
 

7. Taking Money or Taking Advantage? How is Paul’s mission distinct from that of the “super apostles?” (11:12) 
Paul refused the money to keep his character free from accusation. The false teachers didn’t just take money, but they “took advantage” of the 
Corinthians (v.20), presumably by picking their pockets. 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Like Father, Like Son. Like Master, Like Slave. How does Paul demonstrate awareness and calling out the 

Satanic ministry going on in Corinth? Review 2 Cor 2:11 and 11:4 in light of 11:12-15. Specifically list all the ways Paul 
describes these “super apostles.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. All’s Well That Ends Well...and the reverse is true. What final words does Paul have for the demise of the 

“super apostles?” (11:15b) What is he saying will ultimately happen to them? Consider Philippians 3:19, 2 Timothy 4:14, 2 
Cor. 5:12, Galatians 1:6-9, Matthew 7:15-23, John 8:44 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Living in Love & Light. How do you think Satan (2 Cor. 11:14) is at work in churches today? How 

will you discern between a personality or style difference in ministry and a truly unbiblical deception and 
spiritual abuse? 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A19%2C+2+Timothy+4%3A14%2C+2+Cor.+5%3A12%2C+Galatians+1%3A6-9%2C+Matthew+7%3A15-23%2C+John+8%3A44&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A19%2C+2+Timothy+4%3A14%2C+2+Cor.+5%3A12%2C+Galatians+1%3A6-9%2C+Matthew+7%3A15-23%2C+John+8%3A44&version=ESV
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 Pause & Pray.  

 Memorize & Meditate.   

 Simply Read: 2 Corinthians 11:16-33 Read this also from the Revised Standard (RSV) if possible. 

 Write the Word: Write today’s passage. 

...Read & Engage... 
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Memorize & Meditate 
________________ 

Focus: The Life of a True Apostle 

1. Bear With Me! How is Paul adopting the approach of his own rivals, the “super apostles” in the way he’s willing to speak 

of himself? (2 Cor. 11:16, 21, 23, 30; 12:1, 11) How is this a departure from how Paul prefers to speak about himself?  
You can hear Paul’s resistance to engage in boasting. But he feels that he must in order to take down these false teachers (see 
comments on verse 1 above). This is a repetition in what he said in verse 1 (“bear with me in a little foolishness”). Throughout 
this section, Paul keeps repeating how “foolish” or “insane” it is to boast like this (2 Cor. 11:21, 23, 30; 12:1, 11). He is adopting 
“his rivals’ ways to show how ultimately foolish they are.”[206] He is also adopting the views of the Corinthians themselves (1 
Cor. 4:10). 

2. Super Apostles and Super Arrogance. What does Paul decide it is for the Corinthians’ best that he will – although 

very out of character for him - go ahead and do? (11:17-18) What behavior of theirs has compelled him to make this 
decision? 
Under normal circumstances Paul, as we have seen, would never stoop to boast in his own credentials, but to make a point and 
to highlight their own love of the boastfulness of these super apostles, he decides to go ahead and “boast”  
 
 
 

3. See the Sarcasm. Read 2 Cor. 11:19-21a and make note of Paul’s sarcastic and ironic tone in the points he’s making: 
None of Paul’s readers or hearers would have failed to catch his message, with its indictment of their inconsistency. Claiming to be followers of 
a meek, gentle Christ (10:1; cf. Mt 11:29), they were impressed by and willingly submitted to the aggressiveness and authoritarianism of 
teachers masquerading as apostles of Christ (v. 13); yet they were unimpressed by Paul’s “weak” considerateness as a genuine “apostle of 
Christ Jesus” (1:1; 10:1, 10). Paul has to confess with shame (but really with stinging irony) that his character had been too weak and his 
disposition too mild to use the tactics of the opposition (v. 21a)! Or the sense may be, “we have been weak by comparison [with our rivals]” 
(NASB). They “gladly bear with fools” so Paul is going to be a “fool” so they’ll bear with him 

4. Spiritual Abuse in the Church. Read 2 Cor 11:20 and note five ways an abusive spiritual “leader” – the “super 

apostles” in this case - functions in the church. Then note how this might look in a church setting.  
 

1) Makes slaves of you  - a spiritually abusive leader might compel church members to do what they 

wanted through guilt or dangling spiritual punishment over their head                                      .     

2) _____________________________ - ______________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) _____________________________ - ______________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4) _____________________________ - ______________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5) _____________________________ - ______________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11%3A16-33&version=RSV;NET;NIV;NASB
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5. Paul’s CV. A CV, or Curriculum Vitae – Latin for “course of life” - is a list of a person’s education, accomplishments, projects, 

awards, etc. Write a CV for Paul based on 2 Cor. 11:22-33. Use the additional references to give more details about these 
“qualifications” on Paul’s 
 

Education: Acts 22:3 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ethnicity and Heritage v. 22: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Philippians 3:5-6 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Acts 22:28_______________________________________________________ Acts 21:39 _____________________________________ 

Current Occupation v. 23a: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Romans 11:13 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Field Experience v. 23b-25a: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Galatians 6:17 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Acts 16:22-23 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Acts 14:19 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Travel Experience v. 25b-26a: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cross-Cultural and Interpersonal Relationship Experiences v. 26b: _____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Acts 9:23, 29; 14:19; 18:12 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Acts 16:16-40; 19:23-41 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Personal Dedication, Mental Health, and Self-Awareness: v. 27-30 _____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Acts 20:7-12, 31 _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Grace Under Pressure/Resourceful Problem Solving and Teamwork Skills: v.32-33 _______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Acts 9:22-25 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Personal References: v. 31, 11:11 __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Work Ethic: 2 Cor. 1:17-19 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  Living in Love & Light. Considering Paul’s CV and especially his concluding statement (11:30-31) 

what inspires and encourages you today in your priorities for living out your faith?  
If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who 
is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 
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 Pause & Pray: 

 Memorize & Meditate: 

 Simply Read: 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

 Write the Word: Write today’s passage. 

...Read & Engage... 
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Memorize & Meditate 

________________ 

Focus: God’s Strength in My Weakness 

1. “Fine, I’ll Boast.” -Paul. Why “must” Paul keep on “boasting?” What situation in the church brings him to this point? 

Who else is involved that Paul needs to “boast?” (12:1a)  Keep in mind what Paul had been boasting about in 11:21-33.  
In the face of these “super apostles” and their boasting Paul needs to set the Corinthians straight and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does Paul say is to be gained by his “boasting?” Why do you think he feels this way? (12:1b) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe what Paul decides to “boast” about. (12:1b-4) Detail the “who, what, when, and where” of this account: 

Who 
“a man in Christ” 
Paul 
He was in Christ and God 
knows what took place 

What 
Caught up and received 
a vision/revelation from 
God 

When 
14 years ago putting it 
around 

Where 
Third heaven, paradise 

 

Other Details 
Not sure if in the body or 
out of the body 
He has details that 
“cannot be told, which 
man (Paul) may not 
utter) 
 
 
 

 

2. Where’d You Go, Paul? Where is the “third heaven?” Read the text carefully for Paul’s specific detail. 

Third heaven is Paradise. 
 
 
This place is only mentioned two other times in Scripture. Can you find them? 
Luke 23:43 – Jesus to the thief on the cross and Rev. 2:7 – Jesus to the church in Ephesus 
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3. Me, Myself, and I. Why do you think Paul refers to himself in the 3rd person in his account of being “caught up?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. The Result and Refusal.  Paul details what God did as a result of receiving these revelations and what he refused as a 

result to do. Paraphrase 2 Cor. 12:5-7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. The Nature of Visions. Read these accounts. Note what each did with the vision or dream they received.  

 
Acts 7:55 

Who 
 

The Vision/Dream 
 

Other Details 

 
 
Acts 10:9-23 

   

 
 
Revelation 4:2 

   

 
 

   

6. The Greatness of Grace and the Giver. Paul received a great revelation and in response he receives from God a 

great “gift.” How does Paul describe what he received and its purpose? What did God specifically tell Paul about this “gift”, 
and what does this tell you about the nature of God in your own life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. I will and I am. Look for Paul’s “I will” and “I am” statements in 2 Cor. 12:9b-10 – and note especially what he sees as 

the outcome and purpose of what he will do and who he will be. 
I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  
For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.  Living in Love & Light.  What areas of weakness are in your life today? How are these areas ways 

that you can show of the perfecting strength of God? 
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 Pause & Pray: 

 Memorize & Meditate: 

 Simply Read: 2 Corinthians 12:11-21 

 Write the Word: Write today’s passage. 

...Read & Engage... 
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Memorize & Meditate 

________________ 

Focus: Ministry in Christ in Spite of People. 

1. Commending Paul. Imagine Paul – THE apostle Paul! – was the founding pastor, teacher, and missionary 

of your home church. Imagine that! Wow! Write a letter, email, or social media update commending 
Paul by sharing what you have learned and how you’ve grown because of Paul’s teaching. Include 

details from both epistles (1st and 2nd Corinthians) in your letter.            BONUS: Like any good letter, 

email, or social media post – pictures make it even better! Include photos with your update! Selfies are 

fun too!          
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2. Not Commending Paul?! For what does Paul call out the Corinthians in 12:11? What reasons does he give? (12:12) 
The Corinthian church did not defend Paul but joined with the false teachers in criticizing him. It was self-evident that he 
founded the church in Corinth. They should have commended him for starting the work in the city. 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Sarcasm, Signs, Smack-talk, and Super-Apostles. Note Paul’s use of sarcasm, why he brings up the “super-

apostles” and by what signs his apostleship was confirmed amongst the Corinthians. (12:11-18) 
for in nothing was I behind the most eminent [preeminent] apostles, 
These words are a sarcastic reference to the buffoons, preeminent apostles at Corinth (2 Corinthians 11:5). 
though I am nothing. 
Paul’s ministry did not depend on himself as a person but upon God. The apostle himself did not perform the miracles; they 
came from the power of God 
What have the Corinthians apparently been saying about Paul in his absence? (12:16-17) 
That he was “crafty and deceived them, that he took advantage of them 
 
 

4. Apostolic Authenticity. What marks the sign of a true apostle? How is Paul proved to be exactly that? Consider also 

Acts 10:41; Romans 15:18-19; 1 Thess. 1:5; 1 Cor. 2:13. 
“Signs and wonders” mark the authenticity of an apostle. False apostles could not demonstrate their authenticity via signs and 
wonders. “Mighty deeds” were palpable evidence of God’s working in the Corinthian church (Ro 15:18-19; 1 Th 1:5). Apostles 
were the conduits of these miracles. 
One of the most critical responsibilities of apostles, which was unique to them, was writing the New Testament. All the New 
Testament books were written by an apostle or a close associate (Mark, Luke, James, Jude). They wrote under the inspiration 
from the Holy Spirit (Jn 14:26; 1 Cor 2:13). 

5. Dread and Defending. What does Paul “fear” as he gets ready for his next visit? Why? What does this “fear” tell you 

about Paul and his love for God and God’s people? What does this tell you about Paul’s view of sin? (12:19-21) 
Paul is afraid that some of the Corinthians will still persist in unrepentant sin (1 Cor. 1:11; 3:3). He is worried that they will reject 
his leadership and apostolic authority. These members who “have sinned in the past and not repented” could still be a faction 
in Corinth, and Paul is afraid that they will still be fighting against him. His reaction is not self-righteousness, but deep sadness 
and “mourning” (cf. Phil. 3:18). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Misery and Mourning in Ministry? Considering all that Paul went through personally on behalf of and even 

because of the Corinthians why did he remain faithful? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Living in Love & Light. How would you feel if a church treated you the way the Corinthians 

treated Paul? What would keep you from giving up?  
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 Pause & Pray:  

 Memorize & Meditate:  

 Simply Read: 2 Corinthians 13:1-14 

 Write the Word: Write today’s passage. 
 

...Read & Engage... 
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Memorize & Meditate 

________________ 

Focus: The Power of the Trinity in Your Life 

1. Three Visits and Two Witnesses. Paraphrase 2 Cor. 13:1. How is Paul exemplifying his earlier description of himself 

in 1 Cor. 4:15? 
I’m on my way and I have witnesses! 
“Wait till your ‘father’ gets home!” 
 
 

2. Scripture Interprets Scripture. How is Paul’s warning (13:2) supported by Scripture?  
Deuteronomy 19:15 

“A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with any 
offense that he has committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be 
established. 
Proverbs 3:11-12/Hebrews 12:5-6 
My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline or be weary of his reproof, 

12 for the Lord reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights. 
Matthew 18:16 
But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. 
1 Timothy 5:19 
Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
 
Hebrews 13:17 
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. 
Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

3. Principle of Church Discipline. How is Paul’s testimony a model for you or for you or your church leaders today? 
There are a number of instances of church discipline in Scripture (Mt 18:15-17; 1 Co 5:5,11; 2 Th 3:6, 14-15; Tit 3:10-11). This 
discipline should not be willy-nilly. Above all, it must rest on objectivity and facts, not someone’s opinion. That is why two or 
three witnesses are important. The process of Matthew 18:15-17 is important in order to give the individual a proper hearing. 
The principle behind church discipline is to prevent the spread of carnality among the group. 
patterns for verifying the truth of an accusation (Mt 18:16; 1 Ti 5:19; He 10:28). The apostle’s intent was to bring charges 
against some in Corinth this is a model for us today that we must have the support of scriptrue and the wisdom and character 
of others in the church. 

4. Christ’s Weakness and Strength. How is Christ’s testimony a model for us in church life today? (13:3-4) 

Christ and Paul followed the path of weakness. Weakness was not impotence. The apostle overcame his human weakness with 
the power of God. For Christ, that power was in His resurrection from the dead. Paul wanted his weakness to be used 
constructively so that the Corinthian church would mature in Christ (2 Co 10:2-6, 10). He wanted them to see the power of God 
in His life and theirs (1 Co 1:25, 27). Christians today need the proper perspective on what is powerful (2 Co 4:18). We need to 
keep eternal values in view.  
 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Matt%2018.15-17
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Cor%205.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Co%205.11
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/2%20Thess%203.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/2%20Th%203.14-15
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Titus%203.10-11
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Matt%2018.15-17
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5. Paul’s Proof. What accusation must have surface and what does Paul say to address them? (13:3-4) How does Paul’s 

“proof” contrast with what the “super-apostles” had been doing? Keep in mind 2 Cor. 10:1, 10 and 1 Cor. 11:30-31 (about 
Jesus’ own “weakness.”) 
since you are demanding proof that Christ is speaking through me. He is not weak toward you but is powerful among you. 4 
For indeed he was crucified by reason of weakness, but he lives because of God’s power. For we also are weak in him, but we 
will live together with him, because of God’s power toward you. This accusation must have surfaced: If Christ is so powerful, 
then why is Paul so weak? (cf. 2 Cor. 10:1) Paul flips this around and writes that he will show his display of spiritual power. Paul 
could be circling back to their earlier accusation (2 Cor. 10:10). The “non-weakness” of Jesus may look back to Jesus’ active 
discipline of those believers abusing the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:30-31). 
 

6. Is Jesus in You or Not? What does Paul urge the church to do? Is he willing to do the same? (13:5-6) 

Examine themselves NOT him if they are in the faith they can certainly see that he is faithful! 
We might compare this to taking a vacation overseas. Your spouse might ask, “Did you remember to pack your toothbrush? Your socks? Your underwear? Do you 
want to double check?” If we remember packing these items, there would be no need to double check. After all, we could buy these personal items for a few 
bucks. However, the situation would change if our spouse asked, “Did you pack your passport? Do you want to double check?” In this case, it would be worthwhile 
to double check. If you forgot your passport, your vacation would be ruined! Of course, this doesn’t mean that you should check 5, 10, or 100 times. That would be 
obsessive and compulsive behavior. Once or twice is enough. 
The same is true with regard to receiving Christ and coming to faith. We don’t need to pray for God’s acceptance and forgiveness every night in an obsessive way—
just to make sure that “the prayer worked.” Jesus promised, “The one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out” (Jn. 6:37). However, if we aren’t 100% sure that 
we’ve prayed to receive Christ, it would be worth double checking. After all, there’s nothing to lose, and everything to gain! 

 
 

7. Paul’s Prayer. Review the opening of Paul’s epistle, 2 Cor. 1:12-13, 23-25 along with his closing remarks. What is Paul’s 

prayer and reason for writing on their behalf? What “wrong” (13:7) do you think he has in mind? (also 12:21) 
That they would not do wrong and that they are restored 
The wrong he has in mind is judging him falsely, not repenting  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Final Commands. Note the six things Paul admonishes/commands the Corinthians to do: (13:11-12) Select one of these 

and consider how you can apply that in your church today. 
Rejoice 
Aim for Restoration 
Comfort one another 
Agree with one another 
Live in Peace 
Greet one another with a holy kiss 

9. Living in Love & Light. How does each person of the Trinity impact your life and faith and 

faithfulness today? Consider Paul’s final words to the Corinthians in 13:14 as you think about this in your 
own life. 

14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
The Corinthians needed the Lord to deal with them in “grace.” Grace is what the Lord did for the church without 
their merit (2 Co 8:9). He is generous toward His own. Grace addresses the failures and sins of the Christian, 
giving him the freedom to continue to fellowship with God. 

and the love of God, 
Paul wanted God the Father’s love to be present in the church. God’s love brings satisfaction to the soul that He cares for us 
and does not reject us. 
and the communion [fellowship] of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
The Corinthians needed the fellowship of the Holy Spirit to be with them. Paul included “all” of the church, even those who 
opposed him. 
The greeting of verse 14 shows the roles of the Trinity. Jesus made the provision of redemption by His sacrifice, His grace (2 
Co 8:9). The Father’s love showed itself in sending His only Son to die on the cross (Jn 3:16). It is the Holy Spirit who creates 
fellowship among believers 
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 Pause & Pray:  

 Memorize & Meditate:  

 Simply Read: 1st and 2nd Corinthians 

 

...Read & Engage... 
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Memorize & Meditate 

________________ 

Focus: Getting the Really Big Picture 

Prayerfully Read.  
We’ve come to the end of Paul’s letters to the Corinthians. For the past several weeks we’ve let the Word of Christ dwell in us 
richly...I hope. For this final day of our final lesson together we will simply read both epistles. You may find it helpful to read 

these letters with no chapter or verse breaks. Just read them as letters, as Paul wrote them. 
You can access both on my website on the Dwelling Richly Bible study page for this lesson. 

As you read, just let the Word of God wash over you and encourage you. 
I’ve provided space here and on the next page to journal some thoughts. 

We will share these together in our next Grace Group time. 
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I pray that you have, “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.” 
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Memorize & Meditate 

________________ 

Create & Share 
 

...My Heart to Yours... 
You’ve been through a lot in these past several months. 

loss that has brough you to your knees in grief... 

 disappointment in yourself or others... 

  unmet longing for healing in a relationship... 

   pressures from your life circumstances that have felt overwhelming... 

    concerns for your family and their health and even their salvation... 

     prayers that feel unanswered... 

You’ve been through more than you imagined could fit into a few short months. 

and yet, 

here you are. 

You have been on a journey. 

Arrived at this moment. 

Because you’re a thoughtful, planner in many ways 

you’ve packed with you the regularness of your day-to-day life 

the schedules and to-do lists that must get done 

the bills, the chores, the appointments that keep life chugging along 

But in those bags came - unpacked by you... 

stowaways... 

the unexpected tag-alongs that 

poked through the sleeve protecting your heart and  

disturbed your plans. 

But 

you’ve arrived. 

And along with the heartache you have the truth. 

You have 

the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the 

love of God. 

You have the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 

You have what many are still longing for... 

Love – true love 

and 

Light – the Light. 

You didn’t manufacture that from good vibes 

You couldn’t have wished hard enough for a love that true 

Because you felt it supernaturally envelop and comfort you 

You couldn’t have dreamt up a light that illuminating 

Because by it you found your way in your darkest moments 

You found it because you let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

And even when, along the way, you didn’t dwell, but skimmed and skipped 



 

 

Love and light still found you 

Because you are His. 

He is in you. 

And while we see in a mirror dimly 

He sees us clearly 

And still loves 

And still lights our way. 

You are and always will be, 

In Him... 

 a sanctified saint 

  who’s been given grace and made rich in every way 

   Because of His generous love and grace you 

    lack no spiritual gift 

     and you are not alone 

      as you wait Jesus’ return 

       with me, you too are 

       Strengthened to the end and will be blameless 

Thank you for being a part of unique community 

where together we  

have been called into fellowship 

what a depth of love what beautiful light we have 

because of the true account of Jesus Christ and 

what joy to know that with me, together,  

you belong to Him! 

 

 

 

For Day Ten, our final time to create and share together in this study: write, draw, or create in some way something that 

expresses what you’ve learned and gained in this study and bring it to read or show and share with your Grace Group. My 

Create & Share is what you just read. I wrote it with you in mind. I actually did. I went through our roll sheet and prayed for 

you by name. Every one of you. Your story is here. You came to mind in the lines I wrote as I wrote them. You are loved. 

You are prayed for. I look forward to our time together soon, unless the Lord takes us Home before then. 

 

It has been my privilege to study and write and teach with you. It has been my prayer that this study would bring His love 

and light closer to your own heart and mind in our times together. 

 

May you know this love and this light deeply and forever as we wait together for His return. 

 

Eyes on Him, 

 

Jennifer 
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