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Liminal
“Threshold”

The In-Between
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Philippians 1:1-30 || Joy in the In-Between

•The Posture of Joy (vv. 1–11)
•The Perspective of Joy (vv. 12–18a)
•The Purpose of Joy (vv. 18b–26)
•The Perseverance of Joy (vv. 27–30)

DWELL—Discover, Wonder, Examine, 
Link, Live

“Paul and Timothy, servants (doulos, 
DOO-los) of Christ Jesus, to all the 
saints (hagios, ‘holy ones’) in Christ 
Jesus who are at Philippi, with the 

overseers (episkopoi) and deacons 
(diakonoi): Grace (charis) to you and 
peace (eirēnē) from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

“...and you shall be to me 
a kingdom of priests and 

a holy nation...” 
Exodus 19:4

“ecclesiology”
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“Paul and Timothy, servants (doulos, 
DOO-los) of Christ Jesus, to all the 
saints (hagios, ‘holy ones’) in Christ 
Jesus who are at Philippi, with the 

overseers (episkopoi) and deacons
(diakonoi): Grace (charis) to you and 
peace (eirēnē) from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

DWELL—Discover:
Who does God say you are?

A Slave Saint.
A holy servant

A doulos and hagios.

“I thank my God in all my remembrance 
of you, always in every prayer of mine 
for you all making my prayer with joy, 
because of your partnership (koinōnia) 
in the gospel (euangelion) from the first 

day until now...
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...And I am sure of this, that he 
who began a good work in you 

will bring it to completion
(epiteleō) at the day (hēmera) 

of Jesus Christ.”
Soteriology (salvation)

Sanctification (growth/holiness)

DWELL—Wonder: What if you 
believed—really believed—that 
your uneven growth is in the 
hands of a faithful Finisher?

“It is right for me to feel this way… 
because I hold you in my heart, for 

you are all partakers with me of 
grace, both in my imprisonment 

and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. For 

God is my witness, how I yearn for 
you all with the affection of Christ 

Jesus.”
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“And it is my prayer that your love 
may abound more and more, with 

knowledge and discernment, so 
that you may approve what is 

excellent, and so be pure (sincere)
(eilikrinés) and blameless for the 

day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through 

Jesus Christ, to the glory and 
praise of God.”

DWELL—Examine: Where is your 
“love” more avoidance than 

discernment? Love without truth 
isn’t love; truth without love isn’t 

Christlike.

“I want you to know, brothers and 
sisters, that what has happened to me

has really served to advance the 
gospel, so that it has become known 
throughout the whole imperial guard

and to all the rest that my 
imprisonment is for Christ. And most 

of the brothers, having become 
confident in the Lord by my 

imprisonment, are much more bold to 
speak the word without fear.”
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“Some indeed preach Christ from 
envy and rivalry, but others from 

goodwill. The latter do it out of love, 
knowing that I am put here for the 
defense of the gospel. The former 

proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, 
not sincerely but thinking to afflict me 
in my imprisonment. What then? Only 
that in every way, whether in pretense
or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in 

that I rejoice.”

DWELL—Link: Where are you 
letting someone else’s motives 
take the steering wheel of your 

joy? Hand it back to Christ.

“Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know 
that through your prayers and 
the help of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ this will turn out for my 

deliverance (sōtēria).”
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“…as it is my eager expectation
(apokaradokia) and hope (elpís) 
that I will not at all be ashamed, 
but that with full courage now as 

always Christ will be honored
(megalynthēsetai, magnified) in 
my body, whether by life or by 

death.”

“For to me to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain.”
Philippians 1:21

“Our Father refreshes us on the journey with 
some pleasant inns, but will not encourage 

us to mistake them for home.” 
-C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain

“If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me. Yet 

which I shall choose I cannot tell. I 
am hard pressed between the two. 
My desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better. But to 

remain in the flesh is more 
necessary on your account.”
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DWELL—Examine: What does 
“fruitful labor” look like in your 

current season? Not “busy,” not 
“impressive”—fruitful (John 15:5).

“Convinced of this, I know that I 
will remain and continue with 
you all, for your progress and 

joy in the faith, so that in me you 
may have ample cause to glory 
in Christ Jesus, because of my 

coming to you again.”

DWELL—Link: Who gains 
progress and joy because 

you’re planted where you are? 
Your presence should make 

Christ look big, not you.
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•The Posture of Joy (vv. 1–11)
•The Perspective of Joy (vv. 12–18a)
•The Purpose of Joy (vv. 18b–26)
•The Perseverance of Joy (vv. 27–30)

“Only let your manner of life be worthy
(axios) of the gospel of Christ…” The 
phrase “manner of life” translates 

politeuesthe—live as citizens. 
Remember Philippi’s pride as a Roman 
colony. Paul says: you have a greater
citizenship. Live like heaven’s people 

now.

• Ex. 14:13 “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of 
the LORD, which he will work for you today. For the 
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see 
again.

• Eph. 6:13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand firm.

• 1 Pet. 5:9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing 
that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the 
world.
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“…and not frightened (pturō, to be 
intimidated) in anything by your 
opponents. This is a clear sign to 
them of their destruction, but of 

your salvation, and that from God.”

“For it has been granted (echaristhē, 
graced) to you that for the sake of 

Christ you should not only believe in 
him but also suffer for his sake

engaged in the same conflict (agōn, 
where we get “agony”) that you saw 
I had and now hear that I still have.”

”

DWELL—Live: Where is God calling 
you to stand firm and strive side by 
side this week? With whom will you 
link arms so you are not frightened 

in anything?
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• Posture of Joy: servants and saints; grateful 
partnership; love that thinks; eyes on the Day.

• Perspective of Joy: chains that preach; motives 
named, but Christ proclaimed and joy chosen.

• Purpose of Joy: prayer and the Spirit’s help; eager 
expectation; courage that magnifies Christ in 
body—life or death; to live is Christ; to die is gain; 
fruitful labor now, better by far then.

• Perseverance of Joy: live as citizens worthy; stand 
firm, one Spirit, one mind; strive shoulder to 
shoulder; do not fear; grace to believe and to 
suffer; share the same conflict.

•Philippians 1:6 — He who began a 
good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ.

•Philippians 1:21 — For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain.
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